
 

Application for a Financial Settlement - How it works 

Application for a Financial SettlementApplication for a Financial SettlementApplication for a Financial SettlementApplication for a Financial Settlement    
How it works: Stage 1, Stage 2, Stage 3 

Is there an agreement about the division of the assets? 

Yes No 

Has the Decree Nisi been pronounced? Negotiations can take place to try and reach an 

agreement: Has an agreement been reached? 

Yes No 

No Yes 

Wait for pronouncement of Decree Nisi. 

Send financial settlement (Consent  

Order) to Court for the granting of a  

legally binding order. 

Has the order been granted? 

Yes 

Order is legally binding and you need to 

comply with its terms, i.e. do what you 

have agreed to. 

The Court can become involved in the division of 

your assets by the lodging of a Court Application. 

Application for financial settlement lodged with 

the Court. Is there an agreed settlement? 

Yes No 

First Directions Appointment at Court. Is 

there an agreed settlement? 

No Yes 

Case is adjourned with further work to do. 

Has the Decree Nisi been pronounced? 

No Yes 

Court can grant a Final Order 

Further Directions Hearing or Financial  

Dispute Resolution Hearing. Is there an 

agreed settlement? 

Yes No 

Final Hearing date arranged. Is there an 

agreement? 

No Yes 

Has the Decree Nisi been pronounced? 

No Yes 

All parties attend a Final Hearing. Negotiation will take place but in the absence of an agreement the District Judge 

will hear evidence from you both and decide how your assets will be divided by making a Final Order. You will need to 

comply with that Order. 

Has the Decree Nisi been pronounced? 

Court can grant a Final Order at the FDR 

Hearing 

No Yes 


